
N A T I V E  A M E R I C A N  C U R R I C U L U M  T E A M

Salamanca City Central School District



N A T I V E  

A M E R I C A N  

C U R R I C U L U M  

T E A M

• Rachael Wolfe, Native American Instructional Coach

• Gabriele Papa, Native American Curriculum Consultant

• Andrea Cooke, Native American Instructional Coach



S A L A M A N C A  C I T Y  C E N T R A L  
S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T

Located in Salamanca, NY            
(50 miles south of Buffalo, NY      
GO BILLS!!)

Seneca Nation 

Allegany Indian Reservation/ 
Ohi:yo’ Territory

1.337 student population

420 identified as “Native”

204 multiracial (primarily Native 
decent)



N A C T  A S  A  D I S T R I C T  
I N I T I A T I V E  

NACT was established as a 
district initiative to integrate 
Onöndowa’ga:’ (Seneca) 
and Hodinöhšyonih 
language, history and 
culture into existing Pre-K-
12 curriculum.



N A C T ’ S  F I R S T  B I G  T A S K

Using the guidelines of the NYSED Culturally 

Responsive-Sustaining Framework, 

NACT collaborated with allied stakeholders to 

identify resources, develop the “Indigenous 

Studies Standards” and begin creating 

interdisciplinary curriculum in order to 

integrate them into the existing school district 

coursework.



G U I D I N G  
P R I N C I P A L S

13 Characteristics of 
a Human Being



G U I D I N G  
P R I N C I P A L S

3 Ways of Knowing



I N D I G E N O U S  S T U D I E S  S T A N D A R D S

COMPILED by NACT
ENDORSED by Seneca Nation Council
APPROVED by SCCSD Board of Education
ACKNOWLEDGED by NYS Education Department



N A C T  I N T E G R A T I O N  U S I N G  T H E  
I N D I G E N O U S  S T U D I E S  S T A N D A R D S

• Teacher Collaborations

• Larger Grade Level & District Wide 
Projects

• NACT “Push-in”

• Professional Developments

• Guest Speakers &  Community 
Enrichment

• Curriculum Development 
Collaborations with Other  Curricular 
Instructional Coaches

• Indigenous Content Resource 
Specialists and Collections



T E A C H E R  
C O L L A B O R A T I O N S

NACT works closely with teachers 
and staff to develop lessons/units 
that integrate the Indigenous 
Studies Standards and the New 
York State Learning Standards



NACT supports district wide and grade 
level projects that include 
Seneca/Hodinohšyo:nih history, 
language, and culture.  

Maple Tree/Syrup Project 
w/ grades 3-5

L A R G E R  G R A D E  L E V E L &  
D I S T R I C T  W I D E  P R O J E C T S



Upon teacher request and 
collaboration, NACT has 
modeled lessons in the 
classroom for teachers and 
students.  

This builds confidence for 
the teacher and encourages 
them to conduct the 
integration in the future.  

N A C T  “ P U S H - I N ”



P R O F E S S I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T

NACT provides teachers and staff with professional development opportunities to 
enhance their knowledge of Seneca/Hodinohšyo:nih language, history and culture so 
they will be confident when integrating and implementing into their general education 
classroom curriculum. 

IS Standard 6: Indigenous Foods

Medicinal Plant Walk and 
Traditional Cooking

IS Standard 4: Dance, Song, 
Games, Sport, & Art

Black Ash Basket Making



G U E S T  S P E A K E R S  &  
C O M M U N I T Y  E N R I C H M E N T

NACT hosts events that 
provide cultural, historical, 
and other indigenous 
enrichment opportunities 
for the entire SCCSD 
community. 

Angeline Boulley, Author of Firekeeper’s Daughter
School Assembly and Writer’s Workshop

Robin Kimmerer, Author of Braiding Sweetgrass
School Assembly and Staff Professional Development



C U R R I C U L U M  D E V E L O P M E N T  C O L L A B O R A T I O N S  W I T H  
O T H E R  C U R R I C U L A R  I N S T R U C T I O N A L  C O A C H E S

NACT and other curricular instructional 
coaches are collaborating to create 
lessons/units that meet NYS Learning 
Standards and Indigenous Studies 
Standards.  

These lessons/units will be a collection 
of materials and resources that teachers 
can select from throughout the school 
year.
    



I N D I G E N O U S  C O N T E N T  R E S O U R C E  
S P E C I A L I S T S  A N D  C O L L E C T I O N S

NACT serves as Indigenous content resource specialists.

Teachers can consult with NACT to question whether 
specific resources are appropriate and accurate to use in 
their lessons.

Teachers can request NACT to provide resources that are 
appropriate and accurate.

NACT houses a collection of resources in the NACT office, 
readily available for use.



F O R M A L  P R O C E S S  F O R  I N T E G R A T I O N

1. Review the Indigenous Studies (IS) Standards

2. Draft an outline/timeframe for completion 

o Include all Onöndowa’ga:’ (Seneca) and Indigenous related PD that has been completed so NACT has an idea of 

previous knowledge.

o Include what New York State Learning Standards are addressed in the lesson/unit

3. Proposal Review and Recommendations

o The proposal will be reviewed, and a team approach will be decided as the best course of action.

4. Implementation Meetings and Support Throughout Implementation



N A C T  F U T U R E  G O A L S
Create a way to assess and track student understanding and knowledge of the 
content that is in the Indigenous Studies Standards.

Create a formal way to reflect on all collaborations and projects to keep the work up to 
date, appropriate, and accurate.  

Have New York state work closely with indigenous communities to begin 
implementation of the Indigenous Studies Standards integration statewide .  

Inspire other districts with indigenous populations to create their own Native 
American Curriculum Team.





W A N T  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N ?

N A C T @ S A L A M A N C A N Y . O R G

I N D I G E N O U S  S T U D I E S  S T A N D A R D S

N A C T  W E B P A G E  O N  D I S T R I C T  W E B S I T E

O’nöhneda:nyö’ (many layers of thanks)

mailto:nact@salamancany.org
https://core-docs.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/1424/NASC/3692357/Full_SCCSD_IS_Standards_10_2023.pdf
https://www.salamancany.org/o/nasc/page/native-american-curriculum-resource-hub
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